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Its life cycle is relatively
simple. It begins with the
mating of females and
males in the water. Subse-
quently, the females migra-
te to the same nesting bea-
ches where they were born.
On these beaches, they lay
between 50 and 200 eggs,
depending on the species.
Then after 45 to 75 days, the
hatchlings are born, which
then embark on a quick trip
to the sea. It is estimated
that only one out of 1,000
will survive from the juve-
nile state to maturity. It is
believed that some species
can live more than 100
years.
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TERRESTRIAL HABITA1

In the terrestrial habitat, its main predators are
birds, reptiles, crab, dogs and the hunting of man.

In this habitat, the young run great dangers in their
journey to the sea.
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En el habitat ACUATICO, sus principales
depredadores son las grandes orcas, tiburones y

lobos marinos, amenazando permanentemente a
todas las especies.
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Our legs are real
fins...
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‘le CHELONIIDAE family

is represented by six species,

whose main anatomical fea-

tures are the following: hard,

flat and smooth shell, cove-

Shell

Central shields

red with shields or scales, Lateral shields
low bone weight and four
legs in the shape of fins or

oars.

Our family is
remarkable by its
shields...
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‘1e DERMOCHELYIDAE
family is only represented by the
specie Leatherback or Baula,
whose main anatomical features
are: Flexible and elongated shell
with longitudinal keels, without
shields or scales, covered by a
thick layer of skin similar to lea-
ther. They have large fins that
allow them to be excellent scuba
divers.

Our huge fins
allow us to be excellent
divers...
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SPECIES iN THE WORLD
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SPECIES iN THE WORLD

LOGGERREAD
T

LEATHERBACK

,J"t}

( Caretta caretta )

( Dermochelys coriacea) ( Eretmochelys imbricata) ( Chelonia mydas )

It belongs to the It belongs to the It belongs to the It belongs to the
Dermochelydae family. It Cheloniidae family. It Cheloniidae family. It Cheloniidae family. It
has an elongated shell has an oval shell and has an oval shell (120 cm has a wide and thick
with 7 keels (180 cm long). overlapping shields long) and four costal shell with a hump on
Very large front fins and (80 cm long). Pigmenta- shields. Adult color the back (105 cm long).

skin without tion with amber and (brown, cream yellow, Reddish brown color,
scales. Its body has white coffee streaks. earth, green). It weight up to 180 kg.
spots. It weighs between It weighs between 80 to Weight up to 230 kg.
500 to 1600 kg. 90 kg.
Risk category: IUCN Risk category: IUCN Risk category: IUCN Risk category: IUCN
Threatened Vulnerable

Vulnerable Critical danger
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SPECIiES iN THE WORLD

LORA

OLIVE RlDLEﬁY

( Lepidoehelys olivacea )
It belongs to the
Cheloniidae family. It
has a shell wider than its
length (72 cm). Olive
green color, weight up to
50 kg.

Risk category: IUCN

Vulnerable

( Lepidechelys kempii )
It belongs to the
Cheloniidae family. It
has a shell wider than
its length (72 cm).
Creamy gray or grayish
green dark color.
Weight up to 50 kg.

Risk category: IUCN
Threatened

FLAT

( Natator depressus)
It belongs to the
Cheloniidae family. It
has a flattened shell.
(100 cm) and four pairs
of rib shields. Olive
green color. It weight
up to 90 kg.

Risk category: IUCN
Unknow
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he Olive Ridley turtle and the
Lora turtle a - t speci
sea turtles that inhabit
Meanwhile, the Leatherback turtle is
the largest, reaching about 2 meters
long.

OLIVE RIDLEY
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The green turtle is herbivorous and
feeds on algae and seagrass. It uses its
finely sharpened jaws in the form of a
"saw' to scrape and cut its food on the
rocky substratum in shallow waters. Y
Its main diet is green algae. They also eat
plants known as "turtle grass'" and some
red algae.
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feeds mainly on sponges. It also eats jellyfish,
actinias, algae and other invertebrates. Its pointed
jaw, allows it to extract its favorite food from the
rocky cracks.
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r]:1he LOGGERHEAD turtle is carnivo-
rous and eats all kinds of marine animals,
preferably hard-body invertebrates, such
as: snails, clams, crabs, cirripede crusta-
ceans, sponges and sea urchins.
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r]:whe LEATHERBACK turtle is carnivorous
and feeds on marine animals with a soft and gelati-
nous body, which it catches with its jaws in the
shape of a hook or "W'". Its main diet is jellyfish.
Sometimes it also eat squids, sea urchins, small fish

and crustaceans.
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NESTiING HABIiTAT
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We have a great sense of
direction, we always nest
in the same beach where we

In its adult stage, all species of turtles renest
and lay their eggs on the same beach where they

were born. were born. Here, they build their nests, digging
the sand to form cavities that reach depths
between 50 and 60 cm.
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RESTING HABITAT

Green turtles tend to seek heat by
swimming near the surface of the sea. They
go out to sunbathe and rest on sandy, sunny
beaches, where seals and albatrosses can
sometimes be seen together.

We love visiting
the sandly beaches
to sunbathe and
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CORAL REEF HABi

Some sea turtles live on coral reefs. This habitat is
characterized by having a great variety of species, which
constitute a rich source of food for marine fauna. Here it is
common to find the Hawksbill Turtle, which feeds on
sponges and other marine invertebrates.
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columns
oceans of the planet, where they find

favorite food, the delicate and transparent
jellyfish. This sea turtle has been found more
than 1,000 meters deep in search of its food.
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CORALS
AND MARINE SPONGES







OCEAN DiSTRiBUTiON

Sea turtles are distributed and
move in the oceans and seas of
the world, which characterizes
them as one of the most migra-
tory animals, comparable only
to whales and seabirds.

They travel thousands of kilo-
meters in search of its nesting
beaches and food, sometimes
facing strong marine currents,
storms, hurricanes and the pur-

suit of large predators in the
aquatic habitat (killer whales
and.sharks) and in tl.1e terrestrial We swim thousands
habitat (man and animals). of kilometers bravely

crossing seas and
oceans...
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OCEAN TRAVELiING

‘1 species move around the world’s
oceans. Some visit the waters of the
ATLANTIC OCEAN, others those of
the INDIAN OCEAN and the tropical
and temperate waters of the
PACIFIC OCEAN.

PACIFIC OCEAN, the main ocean
of the planet, with an area of 165
million km’ and with the larges
amount of marine biodivesity.
ATLANTIC OCEAN, the second
largest ocean of the planet, with an
area of 82,4 million km.

INDIAN OCEAN, the third largest
ocean on the planet, with an area of
73,5 million kmf which has, on
average, the highest quality waters
of the blue planet.

ANTARTiC
OCEAN
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DiSTRiBUTiON AND MiGRATiON

We swim in the
warm waters
of all the oceans...
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DiSTRiIBUTiON AND MiGRATiON

GReEN TURTLE S

OCEAN

We enjoy in the It swims in the waters of the ATLANTIC OCEAN,
warm waters of the

three main
oceans of the South America and South Africa.

planet... In the PACIFIC OCEAN, it has been seen in the
Galapagos Islands, north coast of Chile, Peru, the coast of Asia.
Australia and Hawaii. The INDIAN OCEAN, off the coast of
India.

moving through the Gulf of Mexico, Puerto Rico, US coast,
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DiSTRiBUTiON AND MiGRATiON

OCEAN

AAWKSBILL TURTLE

D It swims in the waters of the ATLANTIC OCEAN,
moving along the coasts of southern Florida, Bahamas,
Belize, Venezuela, the coast of Brazil and the north coast of
Argentina. In the PACIFIC OCEANN, it has been seen in
the Oceanic Islands of Australia, Mexico, El Salvador, Costa
Rica, Galapagos Islands (Ecuador), Peru, and Easter Island
(Chile). In the INDIAN OCEAN, in the Maldives and

Seychelles, Madagascar and Mauritius.
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LEATHERBACK TURTLE o

Swims in the waters of the ATLANTIC OCEAN,
We are the only moving through the north of Newfoundland, Nova Scotia,

P G120 (000 I South of Argentina, Great Britain, Norway, Holland,

in colder waters...
Denmark, Florida and Puerto Rico.
In the PACIFIC OCEAN, it has been seen in the Gulf of
Alaska, California (USA) and the North of Chile.
In the INDIAN OCEAN, Tasmania, India, Indonesia,
Mauritius and South Africa. Minibooks, VALUEOCEAN @



DiSTRiBUTiON AND MiGRATiON

PACiFiC
OCEAN

It swims in the waters of the

ATLANTIC OCEAN, moving through the Azores Islands,
Canada, Gulf of Mexico, the US coast (from Florida to New
England), and it has occasionally been seen in France, Spain
and England. It is the species with the most retricted distribu-
tion on the planet.
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DiSTRiBUTiON AND MiGRATiON

LOGGERHEAD

OCEAN

We swim in the
warmest waters It swims in the waters of the ATLANTIC OCEAN,

o e L T moving from Newfoundland (Canada) to Argentina, the
coast of Mexico, Bahamas and the Caribbean.
PACIFIC OCEAN, it has been seen from Alaska (USA)
to Chile, Australia and Japan.
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DiSTRiBUTiON AND MiGRATiON

PACiFiC
OCEAN

FLAT TURTLE

You can always

find us on the I . .
coast of Australia... t swims in the waters of the PACIFIC OCEAN,

moving along the coast of Australia and Papua

New Guinea. It is endemic to the Australian continental
shelf.
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DiSTRiBUTION AND MiGRATiON

OLIVE RIDLEY TURTLE

ARTIC
OCEAN
It swims in the waters of the ATLANTIC OCEAN,
moving along the coast of West Africa, the coast of
Brazil, the Caribbean, Mexico, Panama and Costa Rica.
In the PACIFIC OCEAN, it has been seen in the
Galapagos Islands (Ecuador) and the north and central
coast of Chile. In the INDIAN OCEAN, on the coast of
India.
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The large LEATHERBACK MARINE
turtle travels a long and daring journey
through the PACIFIC OCEAN, registering
an approximate route of 9.700 km between
INDONESIA and the UNITED STATES
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DiSTRIBUTION AND MiGRATiON
TROPICAL AND SUBTROPICAL WATERS
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: Most species are distributed and travel in
We are fans the tropical and subtropical waters of the world’s
of warm waters... oceans, swimming around the equator of the planet.
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We invite you to be
peaceful and
enjoy your moments
of solitude..
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They are PACIFIC, they share
different habitats with a great
diversity of species, without
claiming territory.

They are SOLITARY, they lead
a lonely life. They are only

seen as a group in their bree-
ding stage, when they begin
their route to the ocean, and in
their adult stage, when they
gather around food.

They are BRAVE,
undertaking long migra-

tions, facing, alone, great
dangers in the oceans.
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DANGERS AND THREATS

All species of sea turtles are
subject to a series of hazard and
threats in all oceans.
Some of them are:
> Global warming
> Pollution of the oceans
> Destruction of the habitat
>Fishing activity
>Shipping transport
> Attack by their predators
>Exploitation of man

All these threats have led
scientists to categorize the state
of conservation of all species.

We are at
risk of
disappearing...
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DANGERS AND THREATS

DESTRUCTION OF THE HABITAT
Habitat destruction is caused by human
action and natural catastrophes. This causes -l

the destruction of nesting beaches, coral
reefs, decreasing the amount of food

available.

The POLLUTION of the
oceans, seas and beaches, by
the dumping of detergents,
chemical substance, oil,
garbage and plastics discar-
ded by man. The plastic
bags are poisoning them.
Many consume them as
food, mistaking them for
jellyfish.

We are running
out of food...
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DANGERS AND THREATS

FISHING ACTIVITY -

The fishing activity causes high - .
levels of mortality in the Sea AP —

turtles, due to the use of fishing v
nets that trap, sink and drown |
them.

EXPLOITATION BY MAN

The exploitation by man has caused
the death of large numbers of sea
turtle due to:

Consumption of their eggs and their
meat, and the commercialization of
their shells, which have been used to
make buttons, combs and lens
frames.

Nets are
a deadly trap...
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HOW TO PROTECT THEM?

JUVENILES

ADULTS
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VALUE AND IMPORTANCE

‘ea turtle are of great value and
importance to the health of some
marine ecosystems, since:

They CONTRIBUTE to maintain
the balance of other populations,
feeding on the species that
abound and deteriorate the
marine ecosystem.

They MOVE and refresh the
sands in the beaches, allowing a
healthy exchange of organic
matter.

They ENRICH the tourism sector

of the coastal zone where they We help the balance
nest and of the reef ecosystem
They CONSTITUTE a cultural by eating the abundance
value for society. of jellyfishes...
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Seven species give
life to the minibook

SEA TURTLES LIFE
SEA TURTLES

YAEQCEAN

TLES

LOGGEWRHEAD
LORA

An exploration into the
biological world and
social life of sea turtles
provided through an
interesting illustrated
minibook, devoted to
providing valuable infor-
mation that will instruct
and amaze the whole
family.




